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XIII. A New Decree from Athens on the Eleusinian Mysteries 

F. SOKOLOWSKI 

PARIS, FRANCE 

B. D. Meritt has published in a recent issue of Hesperia a fragmentary 
inscription which seems to be connected with the celebration of the Eleu- 
sinian Mysteries.l This interesting text had already drawn the atten- 
tion of E. W. Schweigert, even before its publication.2 Because of the 
quotation in it from the law regulating the celebration of the Eleusinian 
Mysteries and because of the stoichedon arrangement (56 letters), we 
can form an idea of how much of the inscription is lost. It may seem 
risky to try to restore an epigraphical text of which only a third is pre- 
served, but with the stoichedon arrangement it is often possible to fill 
out the incomplete lines with formulae figuring in other legal documents. 
The inscription is published by Meritt as follows: 

[7repi uev da]7ra] yfCXaUes Kal [ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

. y?]yov6Twv Es ,Lev T a [- - - - - - - - - - --- 

--.---] larTaYp.[ov] c TdS [ - --------------- ------] 
.....]ra rapa[X]a36v[Ts ---------------------- ........... It t 7raw pv[o]av o'[be - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

[... ] BoKia a<> V - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - r] 
[V 5]c tfpo aYTtV T?]V ,Ue[ -------------------------] 

[.Y .] .r ]S aE7 7 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- [...] K xT 0 , Cr[ ]-------------- ----------- 
[ ..]v eS TS 7oX<S TaS > U[vo TrpLwLE as - T-TOvas - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ]- 

10 Ka6a 1rj q / a'VTqV r 'v i[) --AXX-OS - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
. v Karevca o xov 6a o[ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - TO] 

s lev,o'esraLs vX Ol 4[vSoeTpa t - - - - - - - -r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ] 

10 KaTa Tr)v tIavredav ro[v 'A6oXXwovos -------------------- 

Iov 466&a " il v be o[T ot] 
s Oea.oOEraLs 

' 
ol [O[egLioOira ------]------- -------- 

7yeypa,/.uJva 60EL[X ----------------- -- ------- ] 
(o TOtV Oeolv Ka[ ......... arovads elvaL ro0aL /iOvrT77TL KaC TOlS rT] 

15 [06]rT7RLotL Kal r[ois aKOXO6VOOLOLV Kal XP?/LaacLV TPv 0yVelWCV Kal 'AO7rva] 
OL a7raa[v - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

[.]XXa ro 'EKaT[o,ati3avos? ------------------ ---- ] 
[. .]rp [ - - - - - - - - ------------- 

[ .....]Lr[ - ------------------ ----] 
Hesperia 26 (1957) 52 f., no. 9 with plate 7. The tau in line 19 is dotted, as 

suggested by Meritt in a letter. 
2 esperia 8 (1939) 5-12, no. 3; 14 (1945) 78; AJA 50 (1946) 287 f. 



As Schweigert rightly observed, the decree has some connection with 
the law regulating the celebration of the Mysteries (before 460 B.c.)3 
and with the decree on the first fruits (probably 423/2 B.C.),4 but both 
the spelling and the character of the letters in our inscription suggest a 

later date. A possible background for the provisions of the decree, 

according to Schweigert, is the dispute between Athens and Aetolia in 

367/6 over the breaking of the truce for the Mysteries. This may be 

correct as to the occasion for the document, but the provisions themselves 

seem to be concerned rather with the creation and the dispatching of her- 

alds for the proclamation of the sacred truce before the Mysteries. 
The verb boKLuateL'v, appearing in the text (line 6), and the mention of 

the thesmothetai (line 12) indicate that a lawsuit or an examination in 

court of certain persons is treated. The expression el 6r] fit, 6ra,t 7rpWro0 

g[l6v TE OL (line 5) is quite frequent in documents mentioning the scru- 

tiny of persons being awarded the citizenship.5 With the help of the 

legal formulae used in these texts we can try to restore the provision in 

lines 3-5: 

rTO [6e OeofjToOras, oav LKaoT7rpLa Kara Tov vbo]- 
[ov lrX7pw]raL, 7rapa[X]a806v[ras rr'v oKLc,aoalav 'rols KjppvLv c-aTev avrL]- 

[Ka, ei 6e] U l7r, orau TrpUrov o[L6v Te qt. 

Then, in accordance with this subject and the other matters treated in 

our decree the beginning of the inscription might be restored as follows:6 

[7rcpi rT7s e]ray77XocOEa Ka r[ovoopLas .............. K 7rv XpprlaP]- 

[cv ToV yE]yov6Twv- is pvr Ta a[L [KaoTnpLa Tfa v aoKL/Kaalav ECac ev.y ... 

The first section of the decree seems to provide for the examination of 

the heralds who were to be dispatched to proclaim the truce for the Mys- 
teries. We know that the dokimasia was applied in Athens to all candi- 

dates for public posts of more than 30 days duration.7 The ambassadors 

and representatives chosen to be sent to foreign countries were also ex- 

amined and scrutinized.8 We have no direct testimony that the heralds 

3 IG I6 = SEG X 6. 
4 IG I276 = M. N. Tod, Gr. Hist. Inscr.2 1, no. 74. 
5IG II2654, 53; 646, 48. Cf. 507, 14; 667, 25; 682, 96; 850, 15; Arist. Ath. pol. 

59, 3; J. H. Lipsius, Das att. Recht und Rechtsverf. 2 (1908) 269; Busolt-Swoboda, 
Griech. Staatsalt. 2. 1072. 

6 This restoration was kindly suggested to me by Prof. J. H. Oliver. The reading 
CK TWV Xp,7(itjWv Trv 'yE]yovoTWV is mine. 

7 Aesch. In Ctes. 14. 
8 Aesch. Defal. leg. 113; In Tim. 19; Dem. 19. 338, p. 449. 
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announcing the truce for the Mysteries had to pass such a scrutiny, 
but this is very probable because of their special character.9 

Lines 5-8 treat of the sacrifice and the banquet to be celebrated in 
honor of the heralds just approved. The restoration of this part of the 
inscription can be made with more or less probability, with the help of 
the formulae usual in cult regulations. The hierophantes mentioned in 
this passage was closely connected with the dispatching of the heralds and 
with their functions. In later times it was he who prepared and drafted 
the so-called epangeliai, the invitations addressed to the foreign cities.'1 
It seems that in the fifth and fourth centuries the Council elected the 
heralds; later they were chosen among the members of the Eumolpidai 
and Kerykes.ll The sacrifice and the banquet for them is nothing ex- 
ceptional. All Athenian magistrates before taking office were honored 
with a sacrifice and a banquet called eisiteteria. Demosthenes alludes 
to such a reception in which he and other members of the embassy to 
Philip took part.'2 

Lines 8-10 deal with the actual proclamation of the heralds. The 
content of the solemn announcement can be restored from the above- 
mentioned law on the Mysteries. The stipulation that the herald's 
travelling expenses should be paid by each city is not unusual. Com- 
monly the cities which the heralds visited furnished them the so-called 
theorodokoi or hosts,'3 and in certain cases the authorities even appro- 
priated public money for their reception. 

Lines 11-13 contain the sanctions to be used, if occasion arose, against 
the persons responsible for carrying out the provisions of the decree. 
Two groups of agents are mentioned here: the thesmothetai and some 
other officials whose name is lost. I do not know the formula to be re- 
stored in line 11 and it is only exempli gratia that I propose the following 
reading: 

eav 6 [ ypa/up,aTErVs AEe rpo'yp4a Irt 7epi Trs 6oKL.uaatas TroJ- 
s 0,Ea,opeTatr s . . 

Lines 14-17 contain a quotation from the law on the Mysteries. 
Because we read in line 17 [a]XXa TO 'EKar[op3at&Pvos, I should like to 

9 Cf. F. Poland, De legationibus Graecorum publicis (Lipsiae 1885) 43; P. Boesch, 
Oep&s (Diss. Zurich 1908) 10 ff. 

10 Dittenberger, Syll.3 1019, 6-8. 
1 IG II21236, 14; cf. P. Foucart, Les mysteres d'Eleusis (Paris 1914) 268 ff. 

l2 De fal. leg. 189, p. 400. 
13 Cf. P. Boesch, Hermes 52 (1917) 136 ff. 
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restore in the preceding line .et rT MerayELrvLCvos. Was the truce in 

question to begin one month earlier than usual? Perhaps, but the 
restoration is too uncertain to make discussion of this problem worth 
while. 

On the ground of the present explanations I propose to read the new 
Athenian decree as follows:14 

[7r,pl rTns ]7raayyY XC?wS Kal -7r[ov6oOopas ............. EK TrV Xpw a,]- 

[Cv T'1V oyE]yoV'6rwv es ,Jv . ra 6[Kaaro-jpta Trrv 6oKLiaaaLav E aayv. .....] 

[.......] taraIv[ov] " ro s [6e OE,foOeras, orav LKaca T'7pLa KaTa ToV V6O]- 

[ov 7rX7Cpc]Tralt, rapa[X]al36v[Tas Tnv 3OKLtiacla/V TOLS KpVyLV 'eoaalyev aLri]- 
5 [Ka, el &c] jdr, o`rai wrp.rCTOV 0[lO6v TE Lt V ToS U VTirO rT7s 3ojXs tIprievos elT]- 

[6'av] AoKL,aor < 0> al, OvePv Tr[t A7jLr7Trp Kal K6pr1L Kal Tros aXXols OeolS 
V 

r]- 

[6yv 5]c lpo4avTvrl TA1v .ie[v OvaiLav Kal evWoXtav rapaaKevauPev, TOS 6A K?jp]- 

[vKa]s Ka7arevWXiaeOa i7r[ To,S OVOIJLEVOS V 
&LEK7ropevotlCEosV 6E erate]- 

[XX]ev is ras T7rXes Tas p[vUaTrpLUTpLas a7rovdas elvaL ev raToL tro6XEov] 

10 Kara Tr-V pLavrelav ro[V 'Arr6oAXXos 
v 

Trapexev be' aVTroLS eKaaTrv r7 v ToX]- 

ewv 4b66i La 'av oe 6 ................................. .. ro]- 

s OeaoJoOeras } o O[ [E-iOeTaC jlC iEaayayCaLV IY s rTO &KaorTt7pLto Kard ra] 

'yeypa/i.Lqva Ebt16[Xev EcKaarov aVrv 7revTacKoaias bpaXLas lepas rovr]- 

wv roTV OeoTV Ka[rTL TravUa aorovSas 6'elval Tool /LVarrLTrLLV Kal TOtS 17r]- 

15 [6]w7rT7LaTLV Kal r[oZs aKOXoV6olalV Kal XppaClo-ar rTv bOvElwv Kai 'A6rva]- 

iOLartV araoL[v V apXev 6e rov Xpbvov rTv (Trovb&v jIc rO Mera'yELTrvpvos] 

[a]XXa rT 'EKar[o[p4ai3 vos MIevPs ?- ------------------- 

[. . . ] 1rpos 6 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ---------------- 

[...1, -p,, - [----------------- -- 

14 This article was read in manuscript by Prof. J. H. Oliver and by Prof. F. R. 
Walton who gave me their valuable advice on many substantial points. I thank 
them very much. 
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