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XIII. A New Decree from Athens on the Eleusinian Mysteries

F. SOKOLOWSKI

PARIS, FRANCE

B. D. Meritt has published in a recent issue of Hesperia a fragmentary
inscription which seems to be connected with the celebration of the Eleu-
sinian Mysteries.! This interesting text had already drawn the atten-
tion of E. W. Schweigert, even before its publication.? Because of the
quotation in it from the law regulating the celebration of the Eleusinian
Mysteries and because of the stoichedon arrangement (56 letters), we
can form an idea of how much of the inscription is lost. It may seem
risky to try to restore an epigraphical text of which only a third is pre-
served, but with the stoichedon arrangement it is often possible to fill
out the incomplete lines with formulae figuring in other legal documents.
The inscription is published by Meritt as follows:

[1repi ey dlrayyéhaews kal 7] - - - - = - - - - - o oo oo oo oo oo ]
[ YelyovoTwy &s uey TAA[ - - - = - - - - - o oo oo oo oo ]
....... | lorapévfov] ? 7os [6¢ - - - - - - - - - - - - - oo oo o]
Lo lrac mapa[X]aBov|res - - - - - - - - - oo oo oo oo oL ]
[..... ] wh, brap mpdrow Of - - = - - - - oo o oo oo ]
[...] dokipac<O0>0o1 Bbey 7[ - = - = = = = = = < = oo oo oo 7]
[ov 8¢ iepopbwrny THY pe[ - = = - - = = - - - e e oo oo oo ]
[...]s karevwxeofar &m[ - - - = = = = = = = - - o oo oo .. ]
[..]ev & Tas moNes Tas ulvornpidbridas omovdas - - - - - - - = - - - - - - ]
kaTq Ty pavreiay To[D TATOMNWYOS - - - - - - - - - - oo - oo oo . ]
éwv EPOBLO P EAW B O[f - - - - - - - - o ool 707
s Oecuobérars 4 of Oleopoférar - - - - - - - - - - - - oo oo oo ]
veypappéva SpecN - - - - - - - oo oo ]
wv Totv feoly kal......... agrovdas elvar ToloL pboTnow kal Tols ém)
[Blrrmow kal T[ols dxoholforow kal xphuaow T@v dOveiwy kal 'Afnval
olow Amaot[y: - - - = = = o & - o e e e e e e e ol ]
[‘IN\a 76 ‘ExaropBat@vos? - - = = = = = = - - o o oo oo . ]
[...Jempos 6 - = = = = = = o o o e e e e ool ]
[..... % ]

! Hesperia 26 (1957) 52 f., no. 9 with plate 7. The tau in line 19 is dotted, as
suggested by Meritt in a letter.
2 Hesperia 8 (1939) 5-12, no. 3; 14 (1945) 78; AJA 50 (1946) 287 f.
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As Schweigert rightly observed, the decree has some connection with
the law regulating the celebration of the Mysteries (before 460 B.c.)?
and with the decree on the first fruits (probably 423/2 B.c.),* but both
the spelling and the character of the letters in our inscription suggest a
later date. A possible background for the provisions of the decree,
according to Schweigert, is the dispute between Athens and Aetolia in
367/6 over the breaking of the truce for the Mysteries. This may be
correct as to the occasion for the document, but the provisions themselves
seem to be concerned rather with the creation and the dispatching of her-
alds for the proclamation of the sacred truce before the Mysteries.

The verb dokiubiew, appearing in the text (line 6), and the mention of
the thesmothétai (line 12) indicate that a lawsuit or an examination in
court of certain persons is treated. The expression el 8¢] uf, érau Tpdrov
o[iév 7¢ # (line 5) is quite frequent in documents mentioning the scru-
tiny of persons being awarded the citizenship.® With the help of the
legal formulae used in these texts we can try to restore the provision in
lines 3-5:

705 [6¢ Beopobéras, bTav dukaoThpia katd TOV vou]-
[ov T pdlras, wapa[Nafbév[ras Ty Sokipaciay Tols kfpvEw éohyev abril-
[ka, € 8¢] wh, 6Tap wpdrov oflow Te fi.

Then, in accordance with this subject and the other matters treated in
our decree the beginning of the inscription might be restored as follows:®

[wepl Ths E|mayyéhoews kal olovdodopias. .. .......... tk TV xpnoul-
[&v Tév ve]yovbrwy: & pév Ta 8[ikacTipia THY dokipaciav Egdyey. . .

The first section of the decree seems to provide for the examination of
the heralds who were to be dispatched to proclaim the truce for the Mys-
teries. We know that the dokimasia was applied in Athens to all candi-
dates for public posts of more than 30 days duration.” The ambassadors
and representatives chosen to be sent to foreign countries were also ex-
amined and scrutinized.® We have no direct testimony that the heralds

3IGI%6 = SEGX 6.

4JG 1276 = M. N. Tod, Gr. Hist. Inscr2 1, no. 74.

5 IG 112654, 53; 646, 48. Cf. 507, 14; 667, 25; 682, 96; 850, 15; Arist. Ath. pol.
59, 3; J. H. Lipsius, Das att. Recht und Rechtsverf. 2 (1908) 269; Busolt-Swoboda,
Griech. Staatsalt. 2. 1072.

¢ This restoration was kindly suggested to me by Prof. J. H. Oliver. The reading
& TGV Xxpnopdv TéY yelyovbérwy is mine.

7 Aesch. In Ctes. 14.

8 Aesch. De fal. leg. 113; In Tim. 19; Dem. 19. 338, p. 449.
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announcing the truce for the Mysteries had to pass such a scrutiny,
but this is very probable because of their special character.?

Lines 5-8 treat of the sacrifice and the banquet to be celebrated in
honor of the heralds just approved. The restoration of this part of the
inscription can be made with more or less probability, with the help of
the formulae usual in cult regulations. The kierophantés mentioned in
this passage was closely connected with the dispatching of the heralds and
with their functions. 1In later times it was he who prepared and drafted
the so-called epangeliai, the invitations addressed to the foreign cities.!
It seems that in the fifth and fourth centuries the Council elected the
heralds; later they were chosen among the members of the Eumolpidai
and Kerykes.!! The sacrifice and the banquet for them is nothing ex-
ceptional. All Athenian magistrates before taking office were honored
with a sacrifice and a banquet called eisitétéria. Demosthenes alludes
to such a reception in which he and other members of the embassy to
Philip took part.!?

Lines 8-10 deal with the actual proclamation of the heralds. The
content of the solemn announcement can be restored from the above-
mentioned law on the Mysteries. The stipulation that the herald’s
travelling expenses should be paid by each city is not unusual. Com-
monly the cities which the heralds visited furnished them the so-called
thedrodokoi or hosts,”® and in certain cases the authorities even appro-
priated public money for their reception.

Lines 11-13 contain the sanctions to be used, if occasion arose, against
the persons responsible for carrying out the provisions of the decree.
Two groups of agents are mentioned here: the thesmothetai and some
other officials whose name is lost. I do not know the formula to be re-
stored in line 11 and it is only exempli gratia that I propose the following
reading:

tav 6¢ 6 [ypaupareds ué wpoypéymi wepl s doxipacias Tot)-
s Oeopoferaus. . .

Lines 14-17 contain a quotation from the law on the Mysteries.
Because we read in line 17 [¢]ANé 76 ‘Exar[ouBai@wos, I should like to

9 Cf. F. Poland, De legationibus Graecorum publicis (Lipsiae 1885) 43; P. Boesch,
Oewpés (Diss. Zurich 1908) 10 ff.

10 Dittenberger, Syll.3 1019, 6-8.

U JG 1121236, 14; cf. P. Foucart, Les mystéres d’Eleusis (Paris 1914) 268 ff.

2 De fal. leg. 189, p. 400.

18 Cf. P. Boesch, Hermes 52 (1917) 136 ff.
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restore in the preceding line ué 76 Merayermdvos. Was the truce in
question to begin one month earlier than usual? Perhaps, but the
restoration is too uncertain to make discussion of this problem worth
while.

On the ground of the present explanations I propose to read the new
Athenian decree as follows:*

[rept Ths Emayvércews kal omlovdodoplas.. .. ........ .& 1O xpnoul-

[@v TGV Yelyovorwy: & pév Ta O[ikacTipia THv dokipaciav éodyev. . . . .. ]
€ ’ ? \ \ 0 ’ o ’ \ \ 1

[....... | iorauév[ov] © Tos [6¢ Oeauobferas, éTav dikaoTipia katd Tév voul-

[ov TAnpd)rar, mapa[NaBov[ras Ty Soxupaciav Tols kfpvEw éohyev alri]-
PR ;ow A s 2 oy v ey A A e ’ 3

[ka, €l 8¢] ph, drap wpdTov o[iby Te it ® Tos 8¢ Vmo Ths BoNdjs Nupnuévos tme)-
~ ~ ~ 9 A v

[6’d4v] dokpas <O>da, Bbev [ Aduntpe kai Képnu kai Tols &NNous feols * 7]-

[ov 8]¢ iepodbwrny Ty pelv Buoiav kai ebwxiay Tapackevafev, Tos 6¢ knp]-

~ ~ v

[vkals karevwxeofar émll Tols Ououévois Siekmopevouévos ¢ Erayyél-

[M]ev & 7as wohes 7as uplvornpubridas omovdas elvar & Talot woNeow]
\ 1 ’ ~ s 1 v A \ ) ~ [ ~ I3

katd Ty pavrelay To[0 'AmbAAwros * Tapéxev O¢abrols éxdoTny TAY TON]-

Py v Py \ A~

ewv EPOdLa © Eay B€ O... ... ... Tol]-

s Oeauoféras 4 oi Oleauoférar pé toayaydow & 710 SwkaoTiplov Katd T

yeypauuéva Opelhev ékaoTov abTdv mevrTakogias Opaxuds lepas TobT]-

wv Toly Beotv ka[ra Talrd ° omovdas §’elvar ToloL pboTnow Kai Tols -

[6]lrraiow kal Tlols dxohotBoioty kai xphuacw TAV Ofveiwy kal ’Abnval-
« vy ~ A~ A ~

lowow dmaoify * dpxev 0¢ TOv xpovov TV omwOvdlw ué TO Merayerviivos]

[6]AXa 70 ‘Exar[ouBaidvos pewos ? - - - - - - - - - - - == === - - -

[...Je mpos O[---------------mmie e

14 This article was read in manuscript by Prof. J. H. Oliver and by Prof. F. R.
Walton who gave me their valuable advice on many substantial points. I thank
them very much.
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